
0
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iCARE-2

iCARE-2 (international CAncerREsearchfellowships)
is a MarieSkłodowska-Curie action co-funded transnational mobility 

post-doctoral fellowship program intended to foster worldwide 
cancer research by training competitive researchers.
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iCARE-2

2 calls for applications

2019                                       15 international post-doctoral 
3-year fellowships

(Applicantsnot fundedin the first call can applyto the secondcall!)

2018                                       15 international post-doctoral 
3-year fellowships
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iCARE-2 fellowships

3 typesof fellowships:

OUTGOING:
To support fellows 

interested in a 
research experience 

in a competitive 
laboratory outside 

of Italy

REINTEGRATION:
To favourthe return 
of Italian scientists 
after a successful 

research experience 
abroad

INCOMING:
To bring to Italy the 

most promising 
international 
researchers

3-year fellowships
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iCARE-2 fellowships

The fellowship must be focusedon training

on SCIENCE in the field of ONCOLOGY.
BOTTOM UP approach. Anyprojectappliedto cancerin any
field can be submitted.
INTERDISCIPLINARITYiswelcome, sincecancercan be 
studiedfrom different pointsof view. 

on TRANSFERABLE SKILLS suchasresearchintegrity, 
intellectualpropertyrights, grantwriting, leadership, data 
management, science communication.
Fellowsmust receivetraining in thesetopicsby attending
eventsheldby the Hosting Institution or by other organizations.
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Evaluation criteria

Researchproject

Curriculum vitae of the applicant (CV)    

Quality of the Hosting Institution/ laboratory and training(HI)
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Quality of the Hosting Institution/laboratory and training

Aspectsto be evaluated:
ÅQualityof the Hosting Institution and Laboratory
ÅMentoringcapacity/ability of the head of the hosting lab
ÅResourcesavailableto supportresearch(grants)
ÅPossibilityto attend internationalmeetings
ÅTraining activities

Theseissuesmust be tackledin thesesections
of the application:
Å«Letterof acceptanceby the Hosting Institution»
Å«Biographicalsketch» and «Publications» of the 

head of hosting lab
Å«Experience of the head of the hosting lab as a 

research supervisor» 
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Curriculum vitae of the applicant 

Aspectsto be evaluated:
ÅQualityof the CV of the applicant, in relation to the career stage
ÅEducation& training
ÅResearch& professionalexperiences
ÅPublications 
ÅResearchinterruptions(maternity, illness…)
ÅMobility (short and long visits…)
ÅMotivation and interest in a career in cancerresearch

Theseissuesmust be tackledin thesesections
of the application:
Å «Biosketchof the applicant»
Å«Personal Statement»
Å«Certificate of graduation»
Å«Publications of the applicant» (highlightyournamein the author list)

Å«Letterof presentation»
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Researchproject

Aspectsto be evaluated:
ÅRelevanceto cancer
Å Innovation and originality
ÅFeasibility (also in terms of work doable by 1 fellow)
ÅResearch plan

- written in a logical, clear and convincing way
- the role of the fellow must be well descripted

ÅPreliminary data (optional)

Theseissuesmust be tackledin this section
of the application:
Å«Proposal Main Body»
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Timelineof iCARE-2 2018

14 MAY 2018 

CALL OPEN

25 JUNE 2018 

SUMBISSION 

DEADLINE 

22 OCTOBER 2018 

NOTIFICATION OF 

FINAL RESULTS

17 SEPTEMBER 2018 

NOTIFICATION OF 

PRELIMINARY 

RESULTS

18 SEPTEMBER -

08 OCTOBER 2018 

INTERVIEW AND 

ETHICS REVIEW

02 JANUARY 2019 

- 30 APRIL 2019 

START OF 

FELLOWSHIPS
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Read the call documents

- Call 
(It includesa Guide to proposal preparation)

- Tipsfor applicants

- FAQ on iCARE-2 website ( www.icare-2.airc.it )

http://www.icare-2.airc.it/
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ΧƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΗ 

Experience:

Applicantsmust be experienced researchers, i.e. at the Call 
deadline applicants MUST either be in possession of a doctoral 
degree or have at least four years of full-time equivalent research 
experience
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INCOMING 
FELLOWSHIPS:
• Applicants non-Italian.
• Hosting Institution in 
Italy.
• Applicants must not 
have resided or carried 
out their main activity in 
Italy for more than 12 
months in the 3 years 
prior to the Call 
deadline.

REINTEGRATION 
FELLOWSHIPS:
• Applicants Italian.
• Hosting Institution in 
Italy.
• Applicants must not 
have resided or carried 
out their main activity in 
Italy for more than 12 
months in the 3 years 
prior to the Call deadline.

OUTGOING 
FELLOWSHIPS:
• Applicants must have legally 
resided and have had their 
main activity in Italy for at least 
3 out of the last 4 years prior to 
the Call deadline.
• Hosting Institution not in Italy.
• Applicants must not have 
resided or carried out their 
main activity in the country of 
the hosting organisationfor 
more than 12 months in the 3 
years prior to the Call deadline. 

ΧƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΗ 

Mobility
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The applicationform: what it lookslike

!

Mandatory form not completedyet

Form completed

Non mandatoryform not completedyet
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Proposal Title & Typeof fellowship

Insertthe title of yourproposal

Choosethe type of fellowship:
- Outgoing
- Incoming
- Reintegration
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Application title

The title must be sharp and effective using 120 characters maximum 

Å What is the question?

Å What is the scientific problem related to cancer?

Examples of well written titles:
“Control of direct and immune-mediated antitumor activities of IRF-8 by epigenetic drugs in 
colorectal cancer” 

“Dissecting p63 functions in skin cancer initiation and progression”

“Plasma microRNA profiling as first line screening test for lung cancer detection: a prospective 
study”

Examples of poorly written titles
“Post-translational modification of proteins” 

“Terminal differentiation opposes transformation, functional bases” 

“Proteins as anticancer targets”

“The energy sensing LKB1-AMPKα1 pathway regulates IGF1 secretion and consequent activation of 
the IGF1R-PKB pathway in primary hepatocytes.” too long, too specific, too many abbreviations
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Personal statement

Thisis the part where
youcan explain

your motivation and interest
in a career in cancerresearch

Describe:
- Whichexperiences

shapedyourmotivation;
- How youwill benefit 

from workingin the 
Hosting Lab.
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Letter of acceptance by the Hosting Institution 

It containsimportant information to evaluatethe quality of the 
Hosting Institution and the training potential of the fellowship.

Download the template availableon the online application form

The Head of the Hosting Lab must complete all templatesections:
ÁHosting Institution
ÁFull employment contract
ÁLab space and research group composition
ÁResources
ÁMentoring activities and complementary skills training 
ÁFreedom to publish 
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Publications

• Papers published in the last five years (January 2013- 25 June 2018)
• A complete and accurate information aboutauthorshipisnecessaryto 

providecorrectbibliometricparametersfor the evaluationof an applicant’s
CV
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Keywords

Keywordschosenby applicantsand 
reviewershelp makea tentative

match betweenan applicationand 
appropriate reviewers.

APPLICATION
keywords

w9±L9²9wΩǎ
keywords

The complete list of keywordsisavailablehere:
https:// www.direzionescientifica.airc.it/DataFiles/Calls/SupportInfo/Keywords.pdf

https://www.direzionescientifica.airc.it/DataFiles/Calls/SupportInfo/Keywords.pdf
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Keywords

Typeof cancer+ Topics+ Experimentalmodels+  Techniquesused

Clinicalstudies
Pre-clinicalstudies
Mouse models
Animalmodels
Zebrafish
Yeast
…

MRI, PET, …
Biochemistry
Biophysics
NGS
Imaging
Proteomics
Metabolomics
Transcriptomics
Drugscreening
Systems biology
….

DNA damage
Nanotechnology
Biomarkers
Immunology
Immunotherapy
Autophagy
Microenvironment
Epigenetics
p53
…

Melanoma
Solid tumors
Leukaemia
Tyroidca.
Breastca.
Glioma
…

Avoid to choosea set of keywordsthat are:
•  too vague(e.g.genetics+ animalmodel + genomics)
•  too similarwith eachother (e.g. DNA damage+ DNA repair)

They should describe the key features of your research plan
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Abstract& Proposal Main Body

The research project must be divided in the following sections:

- Abstract: 1 page to give an appealing overview of your research plan

- Background: do not write the history of the field, but the specific scientific 
facts regarding your research topics and the unanswered questions

- Research Plan: describe in detail what you are going to do

- Feasibility: describe the elements that makes your research plan feasible, 
such as preliminary data, statistical power calculation, facilities and 
resources, caveats and pitfalls.

- References

Avoid pages full of words: 
spaces, tables and figures help.
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ResearchProject

The research project must be 
ORIGINAL!!!

An antiplagiarismsoftware will be 
usedto verifydocuments

originality.
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Abstract

You should answer the following questions:

ÅWhat is your key aim?

ÅWhat is the impact on cancer?

ÅWhy is your question important and how you will answer?

ÅWhat advance will be made? 
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Keep it short. Get it focused and balanced: do not give too much of introduction in the 
background, go straight to the point describing the hypothesis, the impact on cancer, the aims, 
experimental design, expected results.

Aims Duiset maurisnulla, egetpharetranisl. Nullasapienleo, mattisvitae fringilla sed, convallisegetfelis.

Experimental design Nullaporttitor mattis rutrum.

Background Loremipsumdolor sit amet, consecteturadipiscingelit. Aeneanegestas, libero necmollis
adipiscing, erosante conguenisi, vitae lobortis tellusauguesedsem. Nullalacus enim, tincidunt dignissim
laoreetquis, semper ac arcu. In sederosa nuncmattisaliquet. Class aptent taciti sociosquad litora torquent
per conubianostra, per inceptoshimenaeos. Duislorem neque, laciniain sagittisquis, pharetrasedtellus. 
Nuncnon mi ante, commodosuscipitest. Aeneannibh leo, placeratat semper ac, sagittisquisrisus. Duiset 
maurisnulla, egetpharetranisl. Nullasapienleo, mattisvitae fringilla sed, convallisegetfelis. Pellentesque
sedmagna suscipitdui hendrerit feugiatac at sem. Nam facilisistempus nequesit ametmalesuada. Donec
sagittis, ligula eu suscipitviverra, nulla libero interdumdiam, vitae adipiscingmagna urna id elit.
Pellentesqueposuereerostristique justo iaculisornare. Crasaliquetconsequatleo vitae congue. Proinante 
sem, viverraut tempus in, rutrum vitae ligula. Pellentesquefelis turpis, pharetraid tincidunt at, fringilla nec
dui. Suspendissepotenti. Integer quispharetradui. Loremipsumdolor sit amet, consecteturadipiscingelit. 
Quisqueeu massavitae maurisfaucibusultricesac id nunc. Quisqueegettempus arcu. Morbi pulvinarluctus
magna egetvolutpat. Pellentesquecursusporta dictum. Nullaporttitor mattis rutrum.
Suspendissenisi est, porta vel fermentumat, aliquaminterdum erat. Nam pulvinaraliquamcongue. Ut id arcu
arcu. Etiamturpis massa, porta accumsanmalesuadaac, euismodluctusturpis. Aeneanfermentumnisi id dui 
auctorelementum. In blandit luctusnunca aliquam. Loremipsumdolor sit amet, consecteturadipiscingelit. 
Aeneanegestas, libero necmollisadipiscing, erosante conguenisi, vitae lobortis tellusauguesedsem. Nulla
lacus enim, tincidunt dignissimlaoreetquis, semper ac arcu. In sederosa nuncmattisaliquet. Class aptent
taciti sociosquad litora torquent per conubianostra, per inceptoshimenaeos. Duislorem neque, laciniain 
sagittisquis, pharetrasedtellus. Nuncnon mi ante, commodosuscipitest. Aeneannibh leo, placeratat 
semper ac, sagittisquisrisus. Duiset maurisnulla, egetpharetranisl. Nullasapienleo, mattisvitae fringilla
sed, convallisegetfelis. Pellentesquesedmagna suscipitdui hendrerit feugiatac at sem. Nam facilisistempus 
nequesit ametmalesuada. Donecsagittis, ligula eu suscipitviverra, nulla libero interdumdiam, vitae 
adipiscingmagna urna id elit. Nuncnon mi ante, commodosuscipitest. Aeneannibh leo, placeratat semper 
ac, sagittisquisrisus. Duiset maurisnulla, egetpharetranisl. Nullasapienleo, mattisvitae fringilla sed, 
convallisegetfelis. Pellentesquesedmagna suscipitdui hendrerit feugiatac at sem. Nam facilisistempus 
nequesit ametmalesuada. Pellentesquesedmagna suscipitdui hendrerit feugiatac at sem. Nam facilisis
tempus nequesit ametmalesuada. Donecsagittis, ligula eu suscipitviverra, nulla libero interdumdiam, vitae 
adipiscingmagna urna id elit. Nuncnon mi ante, commodosuscipitest. Aeneannibh leo, placeratat semper 
ac, sagittisquisrisus. Duiset maurisPellentesquesedmagna suscipitdui hendrerit feugiatac at sem. Nam 
facilisistempus nequesit ametmalesuada. Donecsagittis, ligula eu suscipitviverra, nulla libero interdum

Hypothesis Praesentimperdiet facilisishendrerit. Aliquamerat volutpat. Nullambibendumdui at magna 
ultriciesnecaccumsanodio accumsan. Duisid rutrum nisl. Curabiturpharetracommodoconsectetur. 

NO
Background Donecluctusviverra ante, non auctorurna pharetraquis. Suspendissevulputate
venenatistellus, a fermentumdiamcursus ut. Morbi quisnisl lorem, acgravida nisi. Maecenas
elementumerat posuerepurusfringilla tempor. Aeneanimperdietmollismauriscondimentum
molestie. Mauriscondimentum, metusaliquetporta ornare, arculectussollicitudindui, a 
consecteturodio leo eu nulla. Phasellustempussapienin mi pharetralacinia. 

Experimental design Suspendisseet tellussit ametarcusodaleselementumconvallisacdiam. 
Duisvolutpatmattisauctor. Vivamusfelis nisl, hendrerit velmattiscongue, suscipitsit ametenim. 
Nulla lorem ligula, ullamcorperid lacinia ornare, faucibusquismi. Vestibulumante ipsumprimis in 
faucibusorci luctuset ultricesposuerecubiliaCurae; Donecid suscipitjusto. Duiscursus lorem
congueorci eleifenddictum. Pellentesquequisdiamvitae telluseuismodadipiscing. Donec
placeratorci a odio aliquamultricesaca nisl. Duisvelmaurisodio. Aeneaneu leo elit. Vivamus
felis nisl, hendrerit velmattiscongue, suscipitsit ametenim. 

Aims  Suspendisseviverra commodolorem sedbibendum. Maurisadipiscingturpis et elit placerat
sit amet imperdiet tortor interdum. Donecvitae metusnisl, ut tincidunt ipsum. Pellentesque
habitantmorbi tristique senectuset netuset malesuadafamesacturpis egestas. Cras sit amet
sapiensedaugueconsequateleifend. Sedquismollismetus. Nullamtortor arcu, posuerevitae 
sodalesvitae, elementumeu justo. In in nibh leo, non vulputatelacus. Morbi eleifendpellentesque
justo, a tempuseniminterdumvitae. Donecet orci massa. Fusceacnisiat ligula mollisvulputate. 
Nulla a dui id diammalesuadapulvinar ut sederat. Curabiturnequelibero, rutrum ut facilisisid, 
aliquet in massa. Nullamnon semaugue, at ultricesmagna. Donecnisl leo, suscipitacmattisvel, 
luctusut est. Phaselluseueros acdui lacinia volutpat. Suspendissenibh nisi, vulputatenon 
faucibusvitae, imperdiet sednulla. Etiamtellus lorem, aliquamsedfeugiatquis, congueid odio.. 

Hypothesis Ut aliquet rhoncusultricies. Mauriseusagittisrisus. Etiamblandit arcuegetneque
laoreetporttitor . Maurisconvallis, nulla non commodosemper, turpis erat pulvinar orci, non 
fringilla erat diamvitae turpis. Etiamconsequatnulla sedelit consequategetfermentumvelit
faucibus. Integerut lectusinterdum justoporta ultriciessit amet id sem. Fusceerat odio, pulvinar 
egetfacilisisvel, euismodnon tellus. Class aptent taciti sociosquad litora torquent per conubia
nostra, per inceptoshimenaeos. Pellentesqueut tellussedsapieninterdumconsectetur. Aenean
faucibustincidunt magna, aceuismodante placeratut. Curabituraliquetsodalesdui vel vehicula. 
Vivamushendrerit nequevenenatisligula facilisisornare. Vestibulumeuismodconsecteturoutput
Suspendisseet tellussit ametarcusodaleselementumconvallisacdiam. Duisvolutpat mat.

YES

Expected results Nullaporttitor mattis rutrum. ultriciesnecaccumsanodio accumsan. Duisid rutrum nisl. 
Curabiturpharetracommodoconsectetur. 

Expected results Suspendisseet tellussit ametarcusodaleselementumconvallisacdiam. Duis
volutpatmattisauctor. Vivamusfelis nisl, hendrerit velmattiscongue, suscipitsit ametenim. Nulla 
lorem ligula, ullamcorperid lacinia ornare, faucibusquismi. Vestibulumante ipsumprimis in 
faucibusorci luctuset ultricesposuerecubiliaCurae; Donecid suscipitjusto. Duiscursus lorem
congueorci eleifenddictum. PellentesqueultricesposuerecubiliaCurae; Donecid suscipitjusto. 
Duiscursus lorem congueorci eleifenddictum. Pellentesqueexpected results
Impact on cancerLoremipsumdolor sit amet, consecteturadipiscingelit, seddo eiusmodtempor
incididuntut laboreet dolore magna aliqua. Ut enimad minimveniam, quisnostrudexercitation
ullamcolaborisnisiut aliquipex ea commodoconsequat.

Impact on cancerLoremipsumdolor sit amet.

Abstract
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Proposal Main Body: Lessons ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ

Focus and keepit simple
ϝά/ƭŜŀǊ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tL Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ζǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎηΦέ
ϝά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ many words, but little substanceΦέ
ϝάThe usage of many acronymsdoes not help - e.g. inhibitors are sometime called PPI or 
sometime DI etcΦέ

Define a clear - cancer relevant - hypothesis
ϝά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ lack of clear goals/aims/impactwhen it comes to cancer research except for 
ǎƻƳŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ
ϝάhǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦǳǎŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ no clear questions ŀǊŜ ǇǳǘΣ ƴƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ
ϝά!ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǇŀƎŜΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ no initial idea what this proposal entailed.έ
ϝέ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 
emphasis on the rationale underlying each single experimentsέ

(* Examplesof reviewerscomments)
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Avoid fishing expeditions
(unless supported by preliminary data)

ϝάThis is mainly a ΨŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΩ expedition. On the one hand, it is possible for 
fishermen to catch fish. On the other hand, one would like some indication 
that fish are really present in these ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦέ

Write a compelling story
ϝάA collection of tasks not related to each other is not a projectΦέ

(* Examplesof reviewerscomments)

tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ aŀƛƴ .ƻŘȅΥ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ
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Support hypothesiswith preliminarydata (if available)
*“While the initial idea is excellent, the proposal is poorly prepared and does not contain any 
preliminary datato support the feasibility of the proposed approach.” 

Makesureyour numbersare statisticallysignificant
ϝάThe experimentalplan isseriouslyflawed. Some of the studies are too small to achieve 
statistically powered resultsΦέ

Show you and/or your supervisor are experienced in the proposed research field
ϝ ά ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀō ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŜǇƛƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ 

The workload should be appropriate for one person
* “The research proposal reads more like a grant rather than a fellowship application. A more 
personalized description of the work to be done by the fellow would have strengthened  the 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭέΦ 

(* Examplesof reviewerscomments)

Feasibility: [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ
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Ethicsself-assessment

iCARE-2 Program isco-fundedby AIRC and the EU.
Applicantsmust complete the Ethicsself-assessmentto show that proposals 

comply with the ethics directives of H2020.

1. Download the Ethics Self-Assessment template available in 
the online form 

2. Fill in the requested fields according to your project

3. Uploadthe completed form

4. Required documents (D) must be obtained and provided to 
AIRC, only if the fellowship is funded and before the beginning 
of the experiments arising ethical issues. 

E

T

H

I

C

S
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Ethicsself-assessment

Start workingon this sectionassoonaspossibleasit requires
detailedinformation on severalaspectsof the researchplan, 
e.g. approvalsto use human biologicalmaterial, informed
consentforms, import licensesfor cell lines, authorizationsfor 
animalresearch, safetymeasuresto use radiactivematerialor 
toxicchemicals, etc. 

Χit takestime!!!
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- Submitby the deadline

- Be sureto haveall the formal requirements
(PI’strackrecord, attacheddocuments,…) 

- Choosecarefullythe keywordsdescribingyourproject
- In the abstractspecifyproject rationaleand scientificapproach

- Write the proposalin a clearand straight-to-the-point way
- Makesureto describeyour relevantscientificaccomplishments
- Makeinfo aboutHosting Institution and training easilyfindable

How to facilitate evaluation
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Contactus:

airc.direzione-scientifica@airc.it

0039 02 7797 410

AIRC Calls for proposals can be found at:

https://www.direzionescientifica.airc.it/

iCARE-2 Website: www.icare-2.airc.it

mailto:airc.direzione-scientifica@airc.it
https://www.direzionescientifica.airc.it/Calls/Default.aspx?famiglia=2
http://www.icare-2.airc.it/

